Lucerne University
of Applied Sciences

HSLU :%::

Business

Sustainability and Ethics in Banking and Finance

module description valid from 01/02/2026

General module information

module number

W.MSCBF_SEO02.25

type of module

C-Core Module

module level

A-Advanced level

ECTS credits

3

module category

learning module (LM)

in hrs

workload

contact hours, in hrs 27.00
supervised self-study, in

hrs 63.00
unsupervised self-study, 0.00

delivery / execution

spring semester

regularity of in-person
classes

weekly

module coordinator(s)

Manfred Stittgen (manfred.stuettgen@hslu.ch)
Brian Mattmann (brian.mattmann@hslu.ch)

teaching language

English

Record

record

The students

- are able to describe and reflect on ethical and sustainability issues in
banking and finance.

- are able to identify and evaluate moral issues in the financial services
industry based on different ethical theories.

- know and are able to apply different methods and frameworks for
assessing corporate sustainability profiles.

1. Good basic knowledge of ethical theories and how to apply them in a
financial services context.

2. Understand the CFA Code of Ethics and Standards of Professional
Conducts; discuss potential issues.

3. Knowledge and ability to explain and reflect on sustainability criteria
and UN Sustainable Development Goals as well as their relevance in a
banking and finance context.

4. Understand and interpret corporate ESG ratings and ist methods.

5. Ability to apply frameworks to assess the sustainability profiles of
corporates.

Placement in the course of studies

FH Zentralschweiz
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degree programme / use

Master of Science in Banking and Finance

further entry
requirements

The students have a bachelor degree with a major in Banking and
Finance. The basics of strategic management are familiar to them.

Module content

learning objectives

Students are aware of ethical issues and know professional conducts
such as the CFA Code of Ethics; Students learn to critically reflect and
apply different ethical theories and sustainability criteria and to assess
their impact on financial institutions and society.

Students are able to transfer the ethical and sustainability approaches
to present-day challenges in the financial services industry.

learning content and
structure

Ethics in Banking: a deal-breaker or an opportunity?

« Key stakeholders of banks and their interests

« Normative and descriptive business ethics: Classical ethical theories
(e.g., virtue ethics, utilitarianism) and challenges of application in the
financial services industry

CFA Institute Code of Ethics and Standards of Professional Conduct

(Code and Standards)

« Introduction to the CFA Program and the CFA and Standards by an
Alumni and CFA charterholder

« Game-based ethical decision-making program by the CFA institute
« Discussion of potential issues and challenges in banking and asset
management

Sustainability in Banking and Finance

« Fundamental concepts and principles of sustainability

« Methodologies and frameworks for evaluating the Environmental,
Social, and Governance (ESG) performance of corporations

« Practical approaches (case study) to assessing and analyzing
corporate ESG profiles using established frameworks, tools, and metrics

Applications in Banking and Finance

teaching and learning
methods

Lectures, coachings, discussions, group work

Learning objectives acc.
the competency model

Graduates demonstrate the subject-expertise required to manage
organizations in their field of business.

Graduates apply research-based problem-solving skills.

Graduates create innovative, research-based solutions in practically
oriented settings.

Graduates implement innovative, research-based solutions in practically
oriented settings.

Graduates critically evaluate the impact of their solutions.

Assessed assignment

grading scale

HSLU.Halbe Noten

examination/assessment 1

art written examination/assessment
form assessed assignment
time during the semester/block week
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exam location

on-site/in-person

in group No

scope 1.00 Hour(s)
weighting 60 %
electronic no

examination/assessment 2

art practical examination/assessment
form research project
time end of semester/block week
in group Yes
weighting 40 %
electronic no

Comments

comments The implementation modalities may be adjusted by announcing the

framework conditions for the module examinations.
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