
 
 

   
 

Two startups in diagnostic and energy storage get the first CHF 

150,000 “Kicks” of 2020  

 
The Venture Kick jury has awarded Endotelix Diagnostics and Cowa Thermal Solutions 

CHF 150,000 each, kicking-off the CHF 5,000,000 payout for 2020 to bring swiss deep-

tech startups to global markets.  

 
 

Endotelix Diagnostics (Geneva): Solution provider for Antiphospholipid Syndrome (APS) 

 

The Antiphospholipid Syndrome (APS), an autoimmune disorder, is the leading cause of stroke among young 

people and is considered to be responsible for over 100,000 miscarriages per year in Europe only and over 10,000 

preventable strokes, generating over half a billion Swiss francs in health costs. Current diagnostics solutions do 

unfortunately not allow for early diagnostic of APS, being expensive, insensitive, laboratory and time-consuming. 

Endotelix aims to bring a reliable 20 minutes point-of-care test to an estimated 6 billion Swiss francs global market, 

offering millions of people the ability to be rapidly and easily diagnosed and have their illness managed earlier. 

Feasibility studies have already started and the company, a spin-off from the University of Geneva, is currently 

closing a funding round to bring its first diagnostic test to market.  

 

Karim Brandt, co-founder, and CEO, shared his impressions about winning Stage 3: “Venture Kick gives you a 

good boost in the right direction. It's easy to do too much, and the feedback helped us to refocus on the things that 

matter. Also, Venture Kick helped us to get visibility with several investors who we are now talking to.”  

 

 www.venturekick.ch/endotelix 

 

Cowa Thermal Solutions (Luzern): Developing new thermal energy storage technology 

 

Cowa Thermal Solutions, a University of Applied Sciences of Luzern spin-off, has developed a unique technology 

that offers an up to factor four higher energy density than conventional systems. Applied to thermal storage water 

tanks used in private houses, this new solution will allow consumers to boost the self-consumption of energy 

produced by solar systems from currently 30% to up to 70%. The company aims to bring its first product to market 

by 2021 allowing for a significant increase in the use of renewable energy. Their solution will apply to all domestic 

and industrial applications where the storage of cold and heat with high compactness is required. 

 

Remo Waser, Cowa Thermal Solutions’ co-founder, also commented on Venture Kick: “Venture Kick helped us 

enormously in defining our business model. Initially, we had a different understanding of scalability and it would 

have been easy to make mistakes because of it. Instead, we are now focusing on one case, that has a value, 

which we can then sell on a scale.”  

 

 www.venturekick.ch/cowa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.venturekick.ch/endotelix
https://www.venturekick.ch/cowa


 
 

   
 

 

 

       
  

Left picture: Endotelix Diagnostics 

Marc Moghbel, co-founder and COO on the left; Karim Brandt, co-founder and CEO on the right 

Endotelix Diagnostics’s profile on startup.ch 

 

Right picture: Cowa Thermal Solutions 

Simon Maranda, co-founder on the left, Remo Waser, co-founder in the middle, Prof Dr Jörg Worlitschek, co-

founder on the right 

Cowa Thermal Solutions’ profile on startup.ch 

 

 

About Venture Kick 

 
 

The philanthropic initiative Venture Kick provides up to CHF 150,000 in seed funding to Swiss startups. In addition, 
it offers a well-structured entrepreneurial path towards building a winning business. Startups pitch to expert juries 
at three stages to obtain funding, gaining direct feedback and access to an international network of successful 
entrepreneurs and investors. 
 
Since its launch in 2007, Venture Kick has supported 675 Swiss startup projects with 29.25 million francs. The 
program of financial support, training and network, has led to the creation of 519 companies and 6,967 jobs. 
Venture Kick alumni companies have attracted a total of 3.5 billion francs, and represent 54 companies ranked in 
the TOP 100 Swiss Startups 2019. 
 
In 2020, Venture Kick will pay out 5 million francs to idea-stage startup projects to bring Swiss science to global 
markets. More information in the Venture Kick annual report.  
 
The Venture Kick Foundation is supported by Gebert Rüf Stiftung, Ernst Göhner Stiftung, Hauser-Stiftung, André 
Hoffmann, Hansjörg Wyss, Martin Haefner, Igor Fisch, Fondation Pro Techno, ESA BIC Switzerland, Engagement 
Migros and Swisscom. 
 
venturekick.ch 

 

All startup projects supported by Venture Kick 

 

Follow the success stories of our Venture Kick Alumni on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. 

 

https://www.startup.ch/endotelix
https://www.startup.ch/cowa
https://www.venturekick.ch/demandit/files/M_BB941CC4DCEF687AD98/dms/File/VentureKick_AnnualReport_2019_WEB.pdf
http://www.venturekick.ch/
http://www.venturekick.ch/startups
https://www.facebook.com/venturekick
https://twitter.com/venturekick
https://www.linkedin.com/company/venture-kick/

