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Situating Ns in a multi-scalar 
multi-ecological field  

Multi-scalar: a) The diverse terrains and domains that 
constitute cities,  
b) onto which cities project their effects and  

   c) from which they meet their needs. 
  

Neighborhood as incomplete ecologies of cities:  
a) Multiple mechanisms and feedback loops of urban 
processes run at/and between neighborhoods.    
b) Articulations between these urban ecologies and 
the biosphere’s ecologies would advance the 
environmental project.  
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Urban Capabilities 
Does the City Talk Back 

. 
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The Global Street 

A space for making by those who lack access 
to formal instruments for making. 

  -making presence/estamos presentes 
     
 -no explicit (conventional, standard)   

  objective 
Urban capabilities –arising out of a mix of 

people and space 
Does the City Have Speech 
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DE-URBANIZING THE CITY 

New types of powerful technologies that can 
de-urbanize cities… 
Not certain city’s capabilities can talk back 
here 

Security regimes 

1,271 government organizations and 1,931 
private companies work on programs related 
to counterterrorism, homeland security and 
intelligence in about 10,000 locations across 
the US 
  
An estimated 854,000 people – nearly 1.5 times 
as many people as live in Washington, D.C. – 
hold top-secret security clearances 
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MAP OF GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE 
SECURITY AGENCIES IN THE US 

Source: Washington Post. 2010.  “Top Secret America,” Interactive Maps. Washington 
Post, July 2010. http://projects.washingtonpost.com/top-secret-america/map/  

The City as Hacker 

Of spaces 
Of technologies 
Of individual’s self-interest: the capacity of 
making a collective good even if the 
individuals involved are selfish and nasty. 
Of excessively rigid technological systems 
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The city tells us what works 

The city is one window into understanding 
successful technological innovations for 
urban systems and urban life  
The city as a powerful “hacker” of 
technologies: it alters the original design, 
adjusts it to urban users. 

The limits of urban topography  

a) Some built environments are part of a cross-
border spatiality that includes other parts of the 
world.  
Major cities have long been key locations for firms 
and markets with global operations. But much 
more so today, and for far more cities. 
And even poor neighborhood based civil society 
organizations now  also are. 
Have we crossed a threshold that produces a 
qualitative transformation? 
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b)  Multiple, and growing numbers of global 
circuits traverse the city.  
New fragmentations.  
Some neighborhoods become part of such 
global circuits –especially in the case of 
globally oriented activisms.  
 

Re-figuring city space 

These fragments in turn may constitute a new type 
of urban spatiality – hybridity, amalgamation, 
partial deterritorialization. 
Multiple components of city space are fragments 
of broader cross-border circuits 
Global power projects are enabled by these new 
spatialities. 
But also resistance, counter-corporate, and other 
alternative projects.   
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Implications for theory and 
politics 

Two distinct issues: theorization of these new 
elements in urban space and of the city– limits of 
topographic representations 
For instance: the distinction “local” (the city) and 
“global” (the non-city) does not hold for these new 
components. 
Some localized elements (sited materialities) are 
microenvironments with global span. 

 
 

Destabilizing the meaning of 
segregated low-income areas 

 
Even resource-poor organizations and individuals can 
participate in various types of cross-border politics through 
the Internet and general infrastructure of globalization. 
 
Involvement in localized efforts can be part of global networks 
connecting multiple such localized efforts; you do not have to 
scale at the global level to be part of GCS. 
 
Specific, narrow objectives can be part of global networks and 
initiatives if these are replicated in multiple locations. 
 
Non-cosmopolitan forms of globality, or of enacting GCS 
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Destabilizing the meaning of  
segregated immigrant 
communities 

Globalization and the Internet enable/push towards a 
reconfiguring of immigrant networks:  
 
From oriented largely to country of origin (one-to-one) they 
can now also be oriented towards other components of the 
diaspora –neighborhood to neighborhood across oceans.  
 
 Small communities anywhere, even if just a few individuals, of 
a given “nationality” can experience themselves as part of  
diasporas on a daily basis through the Internet and emergent 
“globalism.” 
 
Multiple lateral networks reposition the experience of 
community of membership 

Enabling informal politics, 
non-exclusive political space. 

At the most general: Cities are strategic sites both 
for global capital and for GCS. 
As a political space cities enable/accommodate 
informal political actors and informal political 
struggles at the neighborhood level. 
Diversity of population and causes enables lateral 
recognition –across ethnic groups, across differnet 
neighborhoods 
Even the disadvantaged can gain something: 
presence vis a vis each other. 
Implications for political subjectivity even of the 
most segregated groups 
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The new network technologies (public access 
Internet) enable resource-poor organizations and 
individuals to constitute new cross-border circuits 
connecting entities and efforts in different cities.  
A poor household or organization also becomes a 
microenvironment with global span. 
Can alternative life and political projects be built in 
these new cross-border spatialities – mixes of 
urban fragments and global circuits.  
Are they legible to participants and observers? 
Does legibility matter for politics? Does the 
neighborhood to neighborhood pattern make it 
more concrete than cities or countries as a whole? 
Yes 
 

Borderlands inside cities: 
operational,analytic, political 

The fact of urban fragments on transurban circuits 
and city space traversed by multiple, often global 
circuits also raises specific questions, beyond the 
broader theoretical and political ones above: 
What does contextuality mean when the localized 
entity is oriented to the global ? 
What happens to the civic fabric when multiple 
urban fragments are less integrated? 
How do we experience and respond to the 
proliferation of internal borderlands? 
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Towards  multi-scalar 
locality 
The local (incl. segregated area) as multiscalar:  

physical proximity has been a key marker of the local as  
constructed historically and as specified theoretically (with 
important exceptions all along our histories)  
Today we see a proliferation of emergent experiences and 
conditionings of the local not marked by ph.p. 
A global scaling of the local through participation in, 
articulation with global networks.  
A horizontal, lateralized global scale; not dependent on 
vertical world encompassing hierarchies to be global. 

 
 

Transterritorial spaces: 
networks of global cities 

Growing intensity and diversity of transactions among cities 
due to economic globalization. 
 
Contributes to the formation of a new geography of centrality 
 
Can this enable the constituting of a new transnational politics 
among smaller scales in cities--neighborhoods? 
 
And of new types of transnational identities and citizenship 
practices? 
 
Reinventing citizenship: rights/practices  
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Using complexity 

The complex systemic and multi-scalar 
capacities of cities are a massive potential 
for a broad range of positive articulations 
with nature’s complex ecologies. 
The mix and variety of neighborhoods in a 
city is a critical component of that 
complexity and variety. 
Neighborhoods as ecologies. An 
amalgamation of horizontal ecologies 
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Bridging the ecologies of 
cities and of the biosphere 

Cities are a type of socio-ecological system that 
has an expanding range of articulations with the 
biosphere’s ecologies. 
Today, most of these articulations produce 
environmental damage. 
How we can begin to use these articulations to 
produce positive outcomes that allow cities to  
contribute to environmental sustainability. 
Neighborhood by neighborhood we can begin to 
work at this. We can do much (though not 
everything!) at the neighborhood level. 
 

Two aspects of cities that matter: 
multi-scalar and multi-ecology  

Multi-scalar: The diverse terrains and 
domains, a) onto which cities project their 
effects and  

   b) from which they meet their needs. 
  

Ecologies of cities: a) Multiple mechanisms 
and feedback loops of urban processes.   b) 
Articulations between these urban ecologies 
and nature’s ecologies.  
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The city is multi-scalar in the geography of 
the environmental damages it produces. 
 Some of it is atmospheric, some of it internal 
to the built environment of the city, as might 
be the case with much sewage or disease, 
and some of it in distant locations around the 
globe, as with deforestation. 

. 

It is multi-scalar in that today its demand for 
resources generates a geography of 
extraction and processing that spans the 
globe 
it does so in the form of a sequence of 
confined individual sites, distributed 
worldwide.  
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This global geography of extraction 
instantiates in particular and specific forms 
(e.g. furniture, jewelry, machinery, fuel) inside 
the city.  
The city is one moment—the strategic 
moment—in this global geography of 
extraction, and it is different from that 
geography itself.  
 

Cities mobilize new kinds of 
socio-ecological systems  
  

As socio-ecological systems they often have 
planetary reach. 

For instance: The impact of cities on traditional rural 
economies and their long-standing cultural 
adaptation to biological diversity.  
Rural populations have become consumers of 
products produced in the industrial economy, one 
much less sensitive to biological diversity.  
The rural condition has evolved into a new system 
of social relations, one that does not work with 
biodiversity.  
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Scaling generates new eco-
social systems 

A broad range of environmental damages take 
place in cities. 
This includes damage that may involve non-
urban scales and origins –but  gets constituted in 
urban terms or city is one place for damage  
CO2 emissions produced by the micro-scale of 
vehicles and coal burning by individual 
households becomes massive air pollution 
covering the whole city with effects that go 
beyond CO2 emission per se.  
 

Re-orienting the material and 
organizational ecologies of 
cities 

We need to use and build upon those features 
of cities that can re-orient the material and 
organizational ecologies of cities towards 
positive interactions with biosphere’s 
ecologies. 

These interactions, and the diversity of domains 
they cover, are themselves an emergent  socio-
ecological system that bridges the city’s and 
nature’s ecologies.  
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Delegating back to the 
biosphere  

Rather than short-circuiting bio-cycles with 
problematic technology we can delegate back 
to the biosphere 

Self-Healing Concrete 

    Bacteria residing within concrete structures seals cracks 
and reduces the permeability of concrete surfaces by 
depositing dense layers of calcium carbonate and other 
minerals.  
 Human structures would thus more closely model the 
self-sustaining homeostatic physical structures found in 
nature. 
 
Hen M Jonkers “Self Healing Concrete: A 
Biological Approach” in Self Healing Materials: 
An Alternative Approach to 20 Centuries of 
Materials Science Springer 2007 pp.195-204  
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