
Forschungs-
kompetenzen

Grant Writing

In this course on grant writing, partici-
pants learn to transform a project idea 
into a competitive proposal. 

Content

What makes a competitive research proposal?

People who conduct research and generate new 
knowledge are intrinsically motivated. However, that 
is not enough to attract third-party funding. Einstein 
wrote his theory of general relativity while working 
for the Federal Institute of Intellectual Property; he 
could not find university employment. Fortunately, 
there are organisations today whose sole purpose 
and mission it is to fund research and innovation. 
Winning grants has become a key task for resear-
chers and a seal of quality for institutions of higher 
education.  
However, while the number of formal and quali-
ty requirements constantly increase, public R&I 
investment is being cut back. What is more, keeping 
up with ever more complex regulations requires ever 
more intense institutional compliance efforts.

Excellence, Quality and Efficiency of Implementati-
on, Impact.

What do these terms mean and why do some pro-
posals get funding while others do not? What are 
evaluators looking for in a research proposal, and 
how do we sell our ideas on paper?

Starting with funding organisations (focusing on 
SNSF, EU and Innosuisse), participants will learn 
about the different components of a good propo-
sal. We will discuss evaluation criteria, reasons why 
proposals get rejected, good practice (and beyond), 
ethics, project budgets, work packages, project part-
ners, impact and other success criteria that make a 
strong proposal. 

Structure

The course is designed as a four-half-day seminar. 
Participants bring their own project ideas to the 
course and develop a short project synopsis as an 
assessed assignment.

Target Group

PhD students, research associates and lecturers at 
the University of Lucerne, Lucerne University of Ap-
plied Sciences and Arts and the University of Teacher 
Education Lucerne.

Requirements

Completion of pre-assignment
Full course attendance
Completion of ourse assignment

Please note

Participants are required to draft a short, half-page 
project abstract (3,000 characters max.).

Date
First day: Thursday, 20 April 2023 
Second day: Thursday, 27 April 2023
Third day: Thursday, 4 May 2023 
Fourth day: Thursday, 11 May 2023

Time
9:00 – 12:30

Costs
Course fees are covered by swissuniversities and the 
Lucerne-based Universities until 2024.

Credits awarded 
1 ECTS

Provider
Campus Lucerne

Course instructors
Nicolas Schulthess, Lucerne University of Applied 
Sciences and Arts – University Development and 
Services

Location
Lucerne

Language of Instruction
English

Registration deadline
Thursday, 6 April 2023


