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Application in general

1. Having lived in an English speaking country for a long time, I speak English very well – but don’t have a language certificate. Do I need to take a test (IELTS, TOEFL, TOEIC etc.) before I apply?
No. We will evaluate your English during the admission interview. If we believe your English is sufficient, the diploma requirement can be waived.

2. When can I apply for the Master of Science in Business Administration?
You can apply anytime. The deadline for the September semester is the middle of May.

3. What is the application procedure?
After you have submitted your application, we will
a. make sure you meet the basic requirements and check to see if your application is complete.
b. schedule an interview in English within four weeks from when we receive the application.
c. send you a letter with our decision within two weeks after the interview.
If you are admitted and are not a Swiss resident you will need to apply for a student visa. 

4. Can I get an appointment for an interview already before I submit my application?
Yes. We would be happy to show you our modern facilities and give you our brochures. However, we are unable to discuss your admission before your application is complete, therefore we appreciate you sending us your complete application prior to a visit.

5. How many students are admitted per year?
Anyone who fulfils our requirements and submits the application on time will be admitted. We accept between 40 and 50 applicants per year.

Bachelor’s degree and eligibility for the Master of Science in Business Administration
6. I have a Bachelor’s degree in a field other than Business Administration / Tourism. Can I apply?
Yes you can, but you might have to complete up to 30 ECTS points in foundation modules of our Bachelor’s programme either before or during the first year of the Master’s programme.

7. I have not yet finished my Bachelor’s degree. Do I have to wait with my application? 
No. You can submit your BA diploma at the latest one month after the programme starts. Until then you will be admitted on a provisional basis. In any case, however, you will need to enclose your transcript of records.
Bachelor’s Thesis

8. I have not yet finished my Bachelor’s Thesis. 
In that case you can send us another academic paper that you have written during the Bachelor’s programme.

9. We did not write a thesis during the Bachelor’s programme. / The thesis is not available because the school has kept it. / The thesis is confidential. What do I need to do?
In this case, we will conduct an extended interview with questions about an academic paper, which you will receive in advance. 

10. My Bachelor Thesis is in a language other than German or English. Do I have to hand it in?
Yes. Either on CD or as a hard copy. If it is written in a language other than German, English, French, Spanish or Italian, please provide us with an executive summary of 2-4 pages. It must include the introduction, methodology, findings and conclusion. 
Job

11. Lucerne University of Applied Sciences and Arts allows students to work while studying. Do I have to have a job?
No. The programme does not require you to work.

12. My current employer wants me to work 3 or 4 days a week, which is more than 50% of normal working hours. Is that an option?
No. Our experience has shown that students who work more than 2.5 days a week are usually unable to keep up with their coursework. If you have a student visa only for Switzerland, you are permitted to work at the most 1.5 days a week on average during the calendar year.

13. Is there a chance of getting a job in Switzerland as a foreign student?
Yes. However, finding a suitable job might take several weeks and strongly depends on your ability to speak German. Finding a good job might also require you to commute up to an hour by train each way. (You may reach Zurich, Basle or Berne within a one hour train ride.) Students whose German is below the C1 level might have a more difficult time finding a job in German-speaking Switzerland.

14. Are there any job placements?
No. Our lecturers will help students in good standing to get in touch with employers after the first grades are in, but you will have to apply on your own. Please refer to the companion programme (Patenprogramm) which starts in the second semester.
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